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Scott Gallmeier
G u e s t  W r i t e r
The semi-annual Greek Brush Up for Homecom-
ing, a concentrated ef-
fort to beautify campus, 
took place this past Sat-
urday.  This event tra-
ditionally takes place 
the weekends prior to 
Homecoming and Com-
mencement.  This effort 
is taken on by the Greek 
community in order to 
assist facilities in com-
pleting the various tasks 
to beautify the campus, 
since they do not have 
the approximately 300 
man-hours required to 
do so.  According to Pe-
ter Leigh, a sophomore 
electrical engineer, it 
also helps Greek mem-
bers “realize their ties to 
the Rose community.”
Greek Brush Up  for 
Homecoming began 
early Saturday morning 
at 9:00 a.m. with the ar-
rival of representatives 
from the eight fraterni-
ties and three sorori-
ties. The Greeks were 
welcomed by President 
Gerald Jakubowski and 
Brian Dyer, Director 
of Alumni Affairs, with 
words to thank them 
and excite them for the 
day to come. The repre-
sentatives from each of 
the respective fraterni-
ties and sororities then 
departed to begin the 
work of tidying up cam-
pus. 
The various tasks of 
the day ranged from 
the painting of curbs to 
the planting of flowers. 
Phi Gamma Delta, bet-
ter known as Fiji, spent 
Saturday morning paint-
ing the visitor bleachers 
of the football stadium. 
While Fiji painted there, 
Delta Delta Delta worked 
on the curbs along the 
SRC. Mike Fuson, sopho-
more electrical engineer 
and member of Lambda 
Chi Alpha, noted that, 
“This is a great occasion 
for the Greek commu-
nity to begin giving back 
to Rose,” a mood shared 
by all of the Greeks work-
ing on Saturday. At each 
of the work locations, the 
fraternities and sororities 
will be recognized with 
a sign signifying their 
work and allowing Greek 
alums to see what their 
fraternity or sorority has 
done to benefit Rose.
The entire event 
was capped off with a 
lunch hosted by Tom 
Miller, Associate Dean 
of Students, Carey Trea-
ger-Huber, Director of 
Student Activities, and 
Stefani Meyer, Gradu-
ate Student in Biomedi-
cal Engineering. On the 
whole, response to the 
day, Stefani Meyer said, 
“It seemed to be success-
ful; seeing many needed 
projects be completed 
just to make campus 
look a little nicer.” The 
event was sponsored by 
Facilities and Student 
Affairs. 
News Briefs
By Kyle Kamischke
Several arrested for 
aluminum can scam
“Halo 3” makes 
$170M in first day
Excel forgets how 
to multiply
  RO S E-HU L M A N IN S T I T U T E O F TE C H N O L O G Y        TE R R E HA U T E,  IN D I A N A
O S E  T H O R N
Last Saturday members of Rose’s Greek organizations could be found all around campus; from the Union, to the baseball fields, to the 
SRC.  Top Left:  Students rake leaves from the hill near the ARA.  Middle:  Senior chemical engineer Adam Ballard paints the curb on 
the traffic island outside the Union.  Senior mechanical engineer Brett Stewart proudly displays a conquered weed.
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Goodbye Rosie?
“Problems of Knowledge 
and Freedom”
Women’s soccer is
awesome!3
Mud Volleyball and 24-hour play 
festival
NEWS “Alumni love the beej.”  “Yeah, 
gimme a beej.”
FLIPSIDE
SPORTSENTERTAINMENT
Thirteen people, who were part of an 
aluminum can smuggling ring, were ar-
rested by authorities who also seized 
more than $500,000. The ring collected 
millions of soda cans and smuggled them 
into Michigan to cash them in for 10 
cents each. There were 15 people listed in 
the court warrant issued by the Michigan 
Attorney General. The members of the 
ring were collecting, smashing, and bag-
ging millions of cans and then redeeming 
them for payments from the state, which 
pays by weight. The Michigan Bottle De-
posit Fund was defrauded as a result of 
this scheme. The Michigan State Police 
director, Col. Peter Munoz said, “Each 
year, this type of activity defrauds the 
state approximately $13 million.” Some 
of the charges listed for the smuggling 
ring include maintaining a criminal en-
terprise, which is a felony with a punish-
ment of 20 years in prison. 
Microsoft’s new first-person-shooter, 
“Halo 3” for the Xbox 360, made about 
$170 million on the first day of its release. 
The game had more than 1.7 million copies 
pre-ordered before the release date. More 
than 10,000 stores opened at midnight to 
release the game to eager customers. The 
game was developed by Bungie Studios, 
which is owned by Microsoft. The game 
brings an end to the trilogy starring the 
Master Chief. After the games were sold, 
there were several complaints that the 
limited-edition packaging was scratching 
game disks.  The vice president of movies 
and games at Best Buy said, “The initial 
demand we’ve seen for ‘Halo 3’ has been 
astounding.”
A Microsoft manager recently confirmed 
the existence of a serious bug in Microsoft 
Excel 2007 that affects basic multiplica-
tion. When a user attempts to multiply 
77.1 by 850, the result is not 65,535 like 
you would think. Instead, the program 
returns 100,000 as the product. There are 
also other sets of numbers susceptible to 
the flaw, including 5.1*12850, 10.2*6425, 
and 20.4*3212.5, to name a few. The man-
ger stressed that the bug only affects the 
number displayed in the cell. The number 
stored in memory is correct. Microsoft en-
gineers are in the final stages of testing a 
fix, which should be available soon.
Brush      for Homecomingup
Greek organizations clean campus in 
preparation for alumni, guests
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Gettin’ ME SSYMud Volleyball Tournament digs up some good cle
an
 fu
n
Chris Casillas
C o p y  E d i t o r
Last Saturday, the Student Alumni Association put on the annual Mud Volleyball tournament near 
the intramural fields.  The event has 
been going on for 13 years and they 
had the best turn out this year.  Over 
30 teams showed up to play on Sep-
tember 15, but due to cold weather, it 
was postponed until this past week-
end and only 20 teams showed up.
Joseph Tolsma, a senior mechanical 
engineering student, was impressed 
with the event.  
Continued on Page 3...
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3 bd., spacious, quiet for study, 
EXTRA NICE!  Call 232-6977 
after 11 am.  Please leave ph #.
House for rent
CLASSIFIEDS
1 - 2 -3 -4 bedroom apts. $390 and up 
some include all utilities but lights. 
NO pets. Gibson Apts 234-4884.
Gibson Apartments
Room for rent in a three bedroom house. 
$250 per month. Utilities paid. Ten minutes 
from campus. Non-tobacco user. No pets. 
(812) 201-4676.
Room for rent
One bedroom house for rent. Five minutes 
from Rose-Hulman. Clean quiet neighbor-
hood. $395 plus electric. Call 249-7295.
House for rent
Across
1    The team to beat at 1-Down
8    An exclamation from the lvl 70 mage across the hall playing this
9    He’s not clowning around, stop making fun of his fin
10  One hundred meters, abbr.
11  Create these for a user, or admire your significant others’   
12  A backwards Double Stuf
14  Just south of the tundra, and just a great forest region all together
16  You could do this while down at this stadium
18  A sad ostrich?
19  They give you a class ring
20  Single-celled protozoan
22  The Lakota’s supreme solar bison god
23  We are hosting 1-Down, so they are coming to campus
26  A short metallic screen name
27  There’s no issue about this abbr concerning one of our largest dating pools in 
TH 
28  Trust me; this word is not in the dictionary
Down
1    One of Rose’s largest events, conveniently occurring this week
2    No protest against the atomic weight of this delicious root beer brand
3    She broke up the Beatles
4    Sarkozy’s green
5    Jane Austen’s novel concerning this Harry Potter actress
6    Our dear old mascot
7    They suck Beat ‘em We don’t care much for them
8    Detective question concerning 23-Across
11  This isn’t about soccer (on this side of the pond)
13  “Dear old ________”
15  General Motors or a weightier dim.
17  Seal and Heidi’s baby?
19  The movie that kept baby boomers and their children out of the water
21  Source of indigo dye
24  Japanese for “ocean”, also part of a Terre Haute sushi restaurant name
25  Location of Shinto’s most sacred shrines (it’s in Japan)
Name-that-artist by J.P. Verkamp
For those of you that may have figured 
out last time’s band but did not have a 
chance to look it up it online, the answer 
was Nightwish.
For this week’s band, we will go back 
several decades and to a different country 
of origin.  Here are the clues:
 
• Originally formed in 1957, this band 
went through a number of changes 
both in name and members before set-
tling on their final name and lineup in 
1960.  Throughout the 60s, the band re-
corded 12 studio albums and a number 
of singles, touring in the United States 
and their native England.  After a num-
ber of disputes, the band finally dis-
solved in 1970.  Within a few months of 
the breakup, all four of the individual 
members released solo albums. 
•   Despite a career spanning a little more 
than a decade, this band has set an as-
tounding number of records around 
the world.  With over one billion al-
bums sold, they are the best selling 
musical group of all time.  In addition, 
they hold the record for the fastest 
selling album of all time.  In only four 
weeks, it sold 13 million copies.  Final-
ly, on April 4, 1964, this band became 
the only band in history to hold all five 
of the top positions on the Billboard 
singles chart.
•  In addition to their musical career, this 
band released two full length films, an 
hour-long television movie, a docu-
mentary, an animated film, and a Sat-
urday morning cartoon series.  Further-
more, on September 21, 2007, another 
new movie opened, inspired in large 
part by this band’s music.
Find the answers 
to both puzzles at:
http://www.rose-
hulman.edu/thorn
Correction
In last week’s issue, 
the picture of Matt 
Trowbridge on page 
7 was credited to 
Rose-Hulman News. 
The picture should 
have been credited 
to Isaac Sachs.
Bump, set, spike!  Rose students 
participated in the annual Mud 
Volleyball Tournament this past 
Saturday for a messily good time.
Isaac Sachs / Rose Thorn
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It’s built around you.
Our future.
Toyota is a global leader that thrives on innovation. Team members’ ideas are the well-
spring of continuous improvement. We’ve designed exceptional programs to give college 
and university talent the opportunity to become an informed addition to our Toyota team. 
Here’s an excellent chance to participate in work that will have an impact on society today, 
tomorrow and for years to come. This is the future Toyota’s building around you.
Toyota College Programs
Co-op ■ New College Graduates (Engineer) 
■ New College Graduates (Non-Engineer)
Align your career with a team that has contributed to creating a globally valued brand.
A team proud to be associated with one of Fortune’s top three most admired companies in 
America. A company that has its priorities in the right place, a great respect for people, and 
its horizons moving forward.
Meet Toyota team members on campus. 
For specifi c dates/times, visit: 
toyotacollege.jobs
or text Toyota to 78247
Toyota Motor Engineering & Manufacturing 
North America, Inc.
To find out about an internship opportunity for you, apply
at www.rhventures.org/students.htm or call (812) 244-4000.
Real Projects. Outstanding Students. Innovative Solutions.
     
   
    

     

Learn more about
Rose-Hulman Ventures
at the Career Fair
October 3
     
      

      

     

     

Get Engineering Experience
While You’re A Student
Mud, from Page 1
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l Students write, direct, and produce entire 
works in 24-hours Andrew Carlson / Rose Thorn
“As a senior, I’m trying to ex-
perience most of the events on 
Rose-Hulman’s campus before 
I leave.  I made sure I was on 
more than one team so I could 
play for several games.”  Tolsma 
also encouraged his freshman 
to become involved.  “As an RA, 
I wanted to get the freshmen in-
volved in a lot of Rose-Hulman 
activities from the start.  There 
are many things on campus I 
never did until I was on resi-
dence life staff, like Mud Vol-
leyball, and I’ve missed out on 
some of those things for three 
years.  I’m trying to get them 
started early on trying every-
thing so they can get the most 
out of Rose.”
Brodie Smith, a graduate as-
sistant and engineering man-
agement student, was one of 
the players on the winning 
team.  “[Our team] was Do 
Something, and we had Adler 
Edward, Paul Gagnon, Daniel 
Goodwin, Kenny Hurst, Simon 
Leavitt, Adam Stolz and my-
self.”  He further commented by 
saying that, “The weather was 
perfect for playing volleyball 
in the mud.  It was great to see 
so many students out having a 
good time.  This event is always 
a lot of fun, and this one was 
no exception.  It’s a great break 
from the day to day rigors of 
Rose.”
Tolsma also commented on 
what he thought of the event. 
“The best part about Mud Vol-
leyball is getting your team-
mates muddy afterward.  The 
volleyball part is only half the 
fun.  We were really fortunate 
that the weather cooperated. 
After it was canceled due to 
cold, I thought we were out of 
warm weather for the year, but 
the next weekend was perfect 
and we had a great time.”
A variety of prizes were given 
to the winning teams consist-
ing mainly of various donations 
from local businesses, which 
mostly consisted of dinners 
and gift cards.  “thus far our 
winnings are a small pizza each 
from Boston’s,” commented 
Kenny Hurst, a senior mechani-
cal engineering student.
Mathematician speaks out on 
language and polit ics
The Rose ThornENTERTAINMENT
Noam Chomsky discusses the intricacies of politics and language in his 
book, a subject matter which is not surprising given his extensive con-
tributions in both fields over the years. 
4
Official Thorn rating: 2.5 elephants
Noam Chomsky, mathematician, 
political activist, and author.
www.usefulwork.com
Ely Spears
S t a f f  W r i t e r
Noam Chomsky, a well known 
mathematician and political ac-
tivist, also gained notoriety for his 
work in linguistics. Computer sci-
entists are generally still very fa-
miliar with Chomsky, as his name 
is found mixed in with many fun-
damental concepts in the field of 
computation. While Chomsky’s 
more philosophical works have 
proven to be his most solid and 
most formidable, his political 
works have also left a lasting im-
pression. Many of them dealt 
with the Vietnam War or with the 
media-machine that Chomsky 
faults for driving more developed 
nations into corrupt modes of 
operation. In his book “Problems 
of Knowledge and Freedom,” 
Chomsky couples these ideas 
and provides a 
unique blend 
of linguistic 
theory bear-
ing directly on 
active political 
issues.
The book is 
divided into 
two parts: the 
first discusses 
how one in-
terprets the 
world, and the 
second discusses how to change 
the world. These are extremely 
ambitious tasks for any author, 
and even the great Chomsky only 
fulfills them marginally well. I 
tend to focus more on the first half 
of the book because it exclusively 
deals with the philosophy of lan-
guage conventions, a topic which 
I personally find highly relevant. 
Chomsky makes some extremely 
interesting assertions about the 
development of language con-
ventions.
For example, Chomsky dis-
putes at length the claim made 
by the German philosopher Witt-
genstein that “a word has the 
meaning someone has given to 
it.” Chomsky argues that this task 
of assigning meaning may not be 
a conscious one and thus not “ac-
cessible to introspection.” On this 
sort of basis, Chomsky goes on to 
articulate the point of view that 
language conventions themselves 
are biologically intrinsic things 
that merely take on some specific 
form induced by the organisms 
interpreting 
them.
More sim-
ply, Chomsky 
is saying that 
the rules and 
concepts that 
enable one to 
u n d e r s t a n d 
interconnec-
tions between 
real events 
were not pre-
existing in the 
thoughts of the organism that 
makes use of such a rule. That is, 
according to Chomsky, the laws of 
physics themselves simply acted 
on matter to produce some arbi-
trary language conventions. As 
I read this argument, I could not 
help but to disagree strongly.
The major fault in this line of 
reasoning is the need for a priori 
conventions for assigning some 
kind of meaningfulness to a lan-
guage convention. As an example, 
consider taking a bunch of pieces 
from the game Scrabble. Proba-
bilistically speaking, it is horribly 
unlikely that if I throw down all 
of the wooden pieces, I will get 
anything that makes sense. Get-
ting all the pieces to land right-
side up and in an order such that 
I could make a string of letters out 
of them would be hard enough. 
Asking for that string of letters to 
make sense in English is nearly 
impossible. Nearly. There is that 
astronomically small chance that 
it could happen. So let’s suppose 
that it does.
Supposing that after centuries 
of throwing down the Scrabble 
pieces I finally get a long string 
that makes sense in English. Does 
this confirm Chomsky’s argument 
that the language conventions 
themselves arose unconsciously? 
No, of course not. If I viewed the 
very same long string of Scrabble 
pieces, but instead I only spoke 
Norwegian, then it would have 
made exactly as much sense as a 
completely random string of piec-
es (in fact, it would actually be a 
random string to a person who 
only speaks Norwegian). Thus, 
the conscious choice of using 
the rules of English constitutes a 
language convention that cannot 
arise unconsciously. Chomsky 
(slightly) admits this weakness 
when he concedes that “systems 
of knowledge and belief that un-
derlie normal human behavior 
simply cannot be described in 
terms of networks of association, 
habit structures, and the like.” 
There is something teleonomic, 
planned, and intentional about 
language conventions. Otherwise 
they could be nothing but random 
collections of associations inca-
pable of handling abstraction.
Phew, that concludes the bor-
ing, philosophical first half of the 
book. Sweet. Now we can move on 
to the boring, political second half 
of the book that is arrogantly titled 
“On Changing the World.” In gen-
eral, Chomsky expounds on his 
political views about the Vietnam 
War and the evils of the flavor of 
democracy pursued in the West.
Chomsky’s comments on Viet-
nam are quite important histori-
cally, as he was among the first 
prominent intellectuals to openly 
challenge the moral underpin-
nings of the United States. But his 
discussion of Vietnam is not ter-
ribly relevant and certainly does 
not contain anything novel that 
was not either exposed earlier by 
other activists or polished later 
by his disciples. The interesting 
part of Chomsky’s analysis is his 
discussion of democracy. He puts 
forward the idea that in any cen-
tralized democracy, the govern-
ment and media must necessarily 
move toward an equilibrium point 
such that the two co-manipulate 
the citizens. For example, in a de-
mocracy we are all lucky that we 
can go to a voting center and pick 
up a ballot and choose the can-
didate we prefer. But who gets to 
choose the names that go on the 
ballot? And who gets to choose 
those choosers? Obviously it is 
impractical for every decision to 
be put to a country-wide popular 
vote. Hence, someone must nec-
essarily be in charge of determin-
ing who has the opportunity to 
win elections. Chomsky mainly 
believes that the media, indirectly 
fueled by capitalistic interest, acts 
as this ‘chooser of the choosers,’ 
an idea developed more fully in 
Chomsky’s later works. Surpris-
ingly, it is very difficult to disre-
gard Chomsky’s viewpoint out of 
hand. It leaves one with a lot of 
lingering questions regarding the 
sometimes dogmatic belief that 
American democracy is the abso-
lute best form of government.
While Chomsky’s books are cer-
tainly not page turners, they have 
the advantage of being short and 
concise. The first half of this one 
is only going to be interesting to 
those who don’t mind highly tech-
nical reading. The second half of 
the book is extremely interesting 
to anyone with a penchant for 
politics. I encourage anyone con-
sidering the subtleties of language 
and their interplay into politics to 
look into this book. But it’s defi-
nitely not for general audiences or 
the casual reader.
“
”
The first half of the 
book exclusively 
deals with the phi-
losophy of language 
conventions, a topic 
which I personally 
find higly relevant. 
Christine Price
S t a f f  W r i t e r
At Rose, we don’t have much 
time to think about values.  Who 
has time to contemplate values 
when they have five billion math 
problems, a paper, and an un-
started project due in the next 
24 hours?  But sitting down for a 
bit to decide upon your financial 
priorities is a must for anybody 
that wants money to help, and 
not hinder, with achieving their 
goals.
First, sit down and write about 
what mat-
ters to you. 
Friends? Fam-
ily? Greek life? 
E d u c a t i o n ? 
Video games? 
Sweet car 
mods?  Decide 
which areas of 
your life have 
the potential 
to bring you 
the most  contentment, and are 
most in line with your values. 
Everybody’s list will be different, 
but I’ll be using mine as an ex-
ample.
So where do I want to put my 
money?  I value security, so I have 
set up an IRA and have an emer-
gency fund.  I value friendship, so 
I budget for dinners out and tea 
for sharing a nice cuppa.  There’s 
obvious, inevitable expenses like 
shelter and toiletries and tuition 
and such, and for those it isn’t 
a question of whether to spend 
money on it or not, but rather a 
question on how much.  I’m too 
lazy for make-up and intimidated 
by the prospect of picking a fancy 
shampoo, so I forgo the make-up 
and stick with Suave for my hair. 
I love being on campus, close to 
class, people, and school activi-
ties, so I haven’t gone off campus 
yet.  And as for tuition… well, that 
one I’m stuck with.  Perhaps you 
value giving money to charitable 
organizations, or supporting your 
alma mater (hint hint returning 
alumnae!), or getting snazzy new 
game consoles.
Now that you have your list of 
things you val-
ue, prioritize 
your spend-
ing.  Debt is 
s o m e t h i n g 
that most of 
us try to avoid, 
when possi-
ble.  Thus, we 
must come to 
terms with the 
idea that we 
can’t afford everything we want 
(an idea that seems to be losing 
popularity these days of easy 
credit) and so should show pref-
erence for those things which we 
want most.  This sounds ridicu-
lously simple, yet I know that I will 
often spend with reckless aban-
don at places I don’t really care 
too much about, like Java Haute, 
and then delay the purchase of 
something that I would find a lot 
more useful and a lot more long 
lasting, like a spatula or the new-
est Terry Pratchett book.
David Bander
S t a f f  W r i t e r
Top News Page: 
en.wikinews.org
Tired of the political bias of Fox News and CNN? Try Wiki-
News to get the most important stories of the day and not 
17 stories about a possible sighting of Madeline McCann. 
Since the site is written and edited by users, you get every 
news topic you can think of. Sports, politics, entertain-
ment (to some extent, as you won’t find celebrity gossip) 
– it is all there. 
Top Dictionary/Thesaurus: 
en.wiktionary.org
Websites like dictionary.com and m-w.com are hard to navigate and full of annoying ads. Wikionary 
is pure information. Since it is user written and edited, you will often get definitions and synonyms 
you can actually understand - unlike the big sites, which are written for old men and high scholars. It 
also gives more information such as Translations, Rhymes and Derived Terms.
Top Everything Directory: 
en.wikipedia.org
Having trouble figuring out if your pet Chinchilla is a 
C. brevicaudata or a C. lanigera? Check out this Wiki 
page and you’ll soon realize that the C. brevicaudata 
has “a shorter tail, a thicker neck and shoulders, and 
shorter ears.” It is also near extinction, so you prob-
ably don’t have one. More and more professors are 
accepting Wikipedia as a trusted source, because of 
the heavy moderation and hard-ass super users. In ad-
dition, it is fun to check a topic’s history and search for 
recent vandalism... but that’s not cool so don’t do it.
Roommate rumble, how 
do you handle conflict?
Put your money where 
your heart is
Christopher Smith
R o s e - H u l m a n  S t a f f  
   C o u n s e l o r
When we live with new people 
it can be very exciting. If you are 
a new student at Rose, you may 
be excited by the new found 
freedom and responsibility that 
comes with living on your own. 
Having a roommate to share 
these experiences with can make 
them seem even better. If this is 
not your first year, you may have 
been living with the same person 
for some time or you may be liv-
ing with someone new. In any of 
these situations, there is a possi-
bility for conflict. 
Conflict can happen in any re-
lationship. The most important 
thing to remember is that con-
flict does not have to ruin the re-
lationship.   There are things that 
can be done in order to deal with 
conflict constructively, and work-
ing through the difficult situation 
can be both a learning and grow-
ing experience. 
The best way to handle room-
mate conflicts is, of course, to 
prevent them. The easiest way 
to prevent a conflict with your 
roommate is to have an honest 
talk about things that may make 
you upset. If you and your room-
mate discuss things that could 
bother you, it may prevent prob-
lems from occurring.  
Planning ahead and discuss-
ing possible problem areas can 
be helpful, but there still may be 
conflicts that you cannot plan 
for. If this happens, there are 
steps that can be taken to prevent 
the situation from damaging the 
relationship. The first thing to 
remember is to never react in 
anger. If your roommate does 
something that upsets you, it is 
important to take some time to 
calm down before bringing it up. 
Calming down will allow you to 
approach the problem logically 
but it can also prevent you from 
acting rashly and saying or doing 
something you may later regret.  
When you begin discussing the 
conflict it is important to maintain 
a focus on the problem at hand. 
Another technique that is helpful 
in conflict situations is “I” state-
ments.  Using “I” statements can 
help both parties not feel attacked. 
Using the phrase “I feel disrespect-
ed” is less accusatory than “you 
make me feel disrespected”. When 
you use “I” statements, you provide 
an opportunity for your roommate 
to hear what you are saying with-
out feeling attacked. Throughout 
any conflict, it is important to re-
member the key to solving prob-
lems is usually compromise.  If 
you must involve a third party, it 
is important to try to involve them 
early in the conflict before things 
become overwhelming.  Another 
thing to remember: if you must 
involve someone, ensure he or she 
can be objective, like a Resident 
Advisor, Sophomore Advisor, or 
faculty member who you trust.  
It may not be possible to avoid 
conflict, but you can take steps to 
make sure that if you have a dis-
agreement, it can be solved fairly 
and equitably.
This information is not intend-
ed to diagnose, treat, or prevent 
any disease or disorder. Nor is it 
intended to replace a consultation 
with a mental health provider. 
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“
”
We must come 
to terms with the 
idea that we can’t 
afford everything 
we want.
 Know Your Internet
On September 10th and 11th, 
General David Petraeus gave his 
assessment of the security situ-
ation in Iraq and also provided 
his own recommendations to the 
White House and the U.S. Military. 
According to some Democrats, 
Petraeus was solely a Bush mouth-
piece, just saying what the Bush 
Administration wanted him to 
say, and he and his report to Con-
gress on Iraq have been criticized. 
Why?  The answer is most likely 
due to politics, but in all fairness, 
it is true there are no hard facts 
in this report, aside from his tes-
timony to compare what he said 
to what is happening.  No official 
documents or sworn testimony 
have been given.  He is, however, 
the commander of the Multi-Na-
tional Force – Iraq, which is the 
four-star post that oversees the 
U.S. forces in the country.  In giv-
ing his report, Petraeus painted a 
picture of the situation in Iraq that 
was positive, yet expressed warn-
ing that the fight must continue, 
and we must not falter in our mis-
sion to stabilize Iraq.  However, he 
did not whitewash the situation 
in Iraq.  He was able to give an 
honest report on what is occur-
ring in Iraq and does not allege 
that the job will be easy, or short. 
He should call on Congress to not 
second-guess the professionals 
on this issue.  
In the positive picture, we have 
the example of the Anbar Province. 
The Anbar Province had the high-
est amount of resistance to U.S. 
forces, and it was a stronghold of 
the insurgency in Iraq for a long 
time.  After a low point of U.S. sup-
port in March 2006, when the city 
of Ramadi had fallen under insur-
gent control, the U.S. sent 3,500 
additional troops to the area to 
re-establish control of the region. 
“Today, it [the Anbar Province] is a 
model of what happens when lo-
cal leaders and citizens decide to 
oppose Al Qaeda and reject its Tal-
iban-like ideology,” said Petraeus 
about the recent developments in 
Anbar.  For example, in October 
2006 there were 1,350 attacks in the 
Anbar Province, while in August 
2007 there were only just over 200 
attacks.  The Anbar Province locals 
and tribes have cast off the beliefs 
of Al Qaeda and turned against 
them, showing the true power of 
what can happen when the people 
on the ground and in the cities be-
lieve in the future of their country.
In addition to the Anbar Prov-
ince, Petraeus also pointed to 
the much touted troop “surge” as 
accomplishing the goals of sta-
bilizing and securing Iraq for its 
people.  According to Petraeus, 
“Civilian deaths of all categories, 
less natural causes, have also de-
clined considerably, by over 45% 
Iraq-wide since the height of sec-
tarian violence in December.”  In 
addition to civilian deaths going 
down, there have been over 4,400 
weapons caches discovered from 
January 2007 to September 2007, 
almost 1,700 more than the troops 
discovered in all of last year.  Pe-
traeus proposes that these discov-
eries have led to the reduction in 
the number of overall improvised 
explosive device attacks in recent 
months, which declined by about 
one-third since June.  
Things are not all peachy clean 
in Iraq, however.  He concedes 
the fact that Al Qaeda and its af-
filiates in Iraq remain dangerous, 
a point that must always be taken 
seriously.  In addition to that, he 
warns about the involvement of 
Iran in supporting the militias of 
extremists, the actions by Syria 
that help to fuel violence, and the 
advanced explosive devices that 
kill our troops that come from 
Iran.  
In addition to the positive out-
look for Iraq due to the surge and 
increasing stabil-
ity in Iraq, Petraeus 
also gave numerous 
insights, which odd-
ly were termed “rec-
ommendations.” 
Some of these rec-
ommendations were 
as follows: political 
progress will take 
place only after suf-
ficient security ex-
ists; that long term 
U.S. ground force 
viability will benefit 
from reductions in 
troops as the surge 
fulfills its goals; that 
the war must con-
tinue to be fought 
on all fronts and in 
all theaters, even including the In-
ternet; and that Iraqi leaders want 
to assume greater sovereignty in 
Iraq, but also desire that coalition 
forces remain in Iraq, and even 
go so far as to wanting long-term 
security agreements with the U.S. 
and other nations.  
Finishing his testimony to Con-
gress on Iraq, Petraeus had this 
to say, “I do not believe it is rea-
sonable to have an adequate ap-
preciation for the pace of further 
reductions and mission adjust-
ments beyond the summer of 
2008 until about mid-March of 
next year.  We will, no later than 
that time, consider factors simi-
lar to those on which I based the 
current recommendations, hav-
ing by then, of course, a better 
feel for the security situation, the 
improvements in the capabilities 
of our Iraqi counterparts, and the 
enemy situation.”  Here is where 
he essentially told his opponents 
in Congress to back off, and let 
the U.S. Military do their job, and 
to not armchair-quarterback the 
war in Iraq, especially as they sit 
back in their comfortable offices 
and have sleep-over parties on 
the taxpayer’s dime.  What should 
happen is that the United States 
should keep the troops in Iraq un-
til at least the job has been com-
pleted, and preferably longer for 
the sake of regional stability.  As 
Petraeus has said, the surge has 
been working, and progress is 
being made in Iraq, albeit slowly. 
This war, however, never was go-
ing to be an easy one, and the 
enemy has the advantage on the 
U.S. because they are not fight-
ing a traditional war.  Rather, they 
are a group of terrorists that fight 
under no flag, yet receive support 
and weapons from rogue states 
such as Iraq and Syria, are able to 
hide behind women and children, 
and duck into mosques or civil-
ian buildings whenever it suits 
them to protect themselves from 
American fire.  The U.S. has the 
capability to win the war, and it is 
being won, as Petraeus has made 
clear, however, the U.S. must have 
the resolve to finish the job it has 
undertaken.
The Petraeus Report - Part 2
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And the 
opinion 
is...
Andrew Klusman
O p i n i o n s  E d i t o r
I saw the Terre Haute Air Fair 
2007 pictures in the recent issue 
and it got me to thinking…  after 
the pain and dizziness subsided, 
I thought about a Thorn item 
thanking all the Rose students who 
volunteered to help at the show.  I 
don’t know if this is Thornworthy, 
but I thought I’d send it along.  
I would like to thank all of 
the Rose students who worked 
the show.  From my best count 
(which isn’t that great), there 
were over 40 students working 
on the Flight Line, Security, the 
Airport VIP Tent, and Pyro.  I got 
many compliments on the excel-
lent work you did, and the show 
was better because of your par-
ticipation.  
Flight Line Operations was 
clearly the best job (because they 
worked for me) as this group was 
tasked with keeping the aircraft 
and people from hurting each 
other.  We also got to push aircraft 
around and meet the occasional 
pilot.  Security is a thankless job – 
you are typically telling people to 
do something different or telling 
them something they don’t want to 
hear.  The Airport VIP tent was the 
job closest to the flight line and in 
the shade, but it was probably the 
busiest of the assignments for the 
entire show.  But Pyro – now this is 
a special job.  This group got to set 
charges and fuel and do all the fun 
stuff it took to make the giant ex-
plosions.  They got to take part in 
setting a world record wall of fire 
and, in general, got to do stuff that 
very few people outside the pyro 
industry ever do.  Talk to some of 
these students and you get the 
feeling that this was a cool job.  
I just wanted to pass along that 
the VIP tent supervisor, the Pyro 
guys, and the Ramp guys were 
all very appreciative and compli-
mentary of the work you did.  
Thanks from me too.  The Flight 
Line volunteers made my job eas-
ier.  
Bill Foraker
Assistant Director of Development
Letter to the Editor
General David Petraeus, the four-star general in Iraq, and Ryan Crocker, the 
American ambassador to Iraq, at the September 10th Congressional hearing.
http://www.nytimes.com/2007/09/10/washington/10cnd-policy.html?_r=1&oref=slogin
Goodbye Rosie?
Tim Boyer
S t a f f  W r i t e r  
Two weeks ago, during the first 
senate meeting of the school 
year, a senior brought up the idea 
of changing the school’s mascot 
during the open discussion. He 
noted that he had heard from 
some number of football players 
that they didn’t like being called 
the Fightin’ Engineers and that 
they wanted to change it. When 
he brought it up, there was a 
slightly awkward, almost stunned 
silence.  He clarified that he 
brought it up mostly to just get an 
opinion from the Senate and the 
general population. By the end 
of the meeting, only one person 
had clearly voiced his support. 
One person made the very poi-
gnant comment that the alumni 
would kill us if we changed the 
mascot.  From what I heard at 
this past senate meeting, almost 
every senator reported that no 
one particularly likes the idea of 
changing the mascot.
Besides the lack in pride in 
being called a Fightin’ Engineer 
(and I guess embarrassment), 
there is one important fact to 
realize: if we change our mas-
cot to anything but an elephant, 
we lose Rosie, our beloved el-
ephant. Rosie has been a staple 
and cornerstone of this school 
since Rose Polytechnic started 
its sports program. She has been 
our symbol of school spirit for 
decades and hasn’t let us down. 
Rosie is something very unique 
to this school, along with our title 
of Fightin’ Engineers; very appro-
priate considering how unique 
a school we are. We are the top 
engineering school in the coun-
try and at the same time, we have 
excellent sports programs that do 
very well. I believe being called a 
Fightin’ Engineer is something a 
Rose athlete should be proud of. 
If the majority of the school 
does feel it should be changed, 
so be it. Just ask yourself some 
questions. Would you rather be 
called a Fire cat or Cardinal (as 
suggested by those wanting to 
change it)?  Is it really worth the 
effort to change it? How about 
the next time you get comments 
on being a Fightin’ Engineer, tell 
them how we are doing this sea-
son in sports. As of right now, 
no team this fall has a losing 
record. Take pride in what you 
do, in your school, and in what 
your school represents. It is your 
choice to be here.
J.P. Verkamp
S t a f f  W r i t e r  
On December 4, 2006, a series 
of racially motivated events that 
started when two or more nooses 
were hung from a tree on school 
grounds culminated with the beat-
ing of a teenager by six of his peers. 
Unfortunately, such an event 
would have little national coverage 
if not for the fact that the victim 
was white and his aggressors were 
black.
Mychal Bell, one of the six, pre-
viously faced an attempted mur-
der charge; however he has been 
released on bail after waiting more 
than 10 months in prison.  In ad-
dition, LeSalle Parish District At-
torney Reed Walters has now 
confirmed Bell will no longer be 
charged as an adult.   Rather than 
being tried for attempted murder, 
Bell now faces charges of aggra-
vated second-degree battery in ju-
venile court.
The series of events began on 
August 31, 2006 when a black male 
freshman requested permission 
to sit under a tree in a spot usually 
occupied by white students.  The 
principal responded by telling the 
students that they were allowed 
to “sit wherever they wanted.” 
However, the next morning, two 
or more nooses (accounts differ) 
were hanging from the tree. 
After that, the situation began to 
dissolve.  Upon learning which stu-
dents were responsible, the princi-
pal recommended expulsion; how-
ever, the school board overruled 
him.  According to the Associated 
Press, the students responsible 
were sent to an alternative school 
for one month and then placed on 
in-school suspension for a further 
two weeks.
In the following months, a num-
ber of related events continued to 
occur, starting with a number of 
racially motivated fights, an as-yet 
unidentified arsonist, and an inci-
dent at a local convenience store 
involving a white student threat-
ening several black students with 
a shotgun.
Finally, the events led to six 
black students—now known as 
the Jena 6—beating a white class-
mate.  During the fight, the white 
student was kicked repeatedly and 
knocked to the ground.  According 
to the only adult witness, Bell did 
not take part in the attack; howev-
er, the district attorney states that 
Bell was the one to knock the white 
student down.
During the proceedings, a num-
ber of demonstrations have taken 
place citing racial discrimination 
in how Bell’s case was handled.  An 
online petition calling for a review 
of the case has been circulating 
and received 428,560 signatures 
as of this past Thursday.  In addi-
tion, the National Association for 
the Advancement of Colored Peo-
ple has established a fund to help 
cover attorney fees.  One notable 
donation was $10,000 given by 
musician David Bowie who stated, 
“There is clearly a spate and un-
equal judicial process going on in 
the town of Jena. A donation to the 
Jena Six Legal Defense Fund is my 
small gesture indicating my belief 
that a wrongful charge and sen-
tence should be prevented.”
The Jena 6
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Engineer Scoreboard
Football
3-1 (0-1)
September 22
     North Park Univeristy 14
     at Rose-Hulman           21
Volleyball
10-5 (0-1)
 September 22
Defiance College        3
at Rose-Hulman          1    
Women’s Soccer
9-2 (3-0)
September 22
     Rose-Hulman                3
     at Transylvania              1
September 26
     Rose-Hulman                2
     at DePauw                     0
      Women’s Golf
 September 22-23   
        DePauw Invitational                   10th of 13 teams
        Spencer, IN
      Men’s Cross Country
 September 22   
        Otterbein Invitational                 7th of 16 teams
        Westerville, OH
Men’s Soccer
6-5 (2-1)
September 22
     Rose-Hulman                0
     at Transylvania              3
September 26
     Rose-Hulman                0
     at DePauw                     1
      Women’s Cross Country
 September 22   
        Otterbein Invitational                 7th of 16 teams
        Westerville, OH
Women’s Tennis
  September 21-24
      ITA Regional
      Greencastle, IN
Danesis, Chann advance 
to quarterfinals
Men’s Golf
September 20
     Rose-Hulman           10.5
     at Wabash College     8.5
The King Abdullah University of Science and Technology (KAUST), a 21st 
century graduate-level, research university, is offering scholarships for 
future leaders in science, engineering, and technology.
The benefi ts of the KAUST Discovery Scholarship include: 
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Visit www.kaust.edu.sa/discovery�����������
scholarships@kaust.edu.sa.
Full scholarships for science and 
technology students
CONTACT: 
KAUST Scholarships  c/o IIE
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September 23-24   
     Franklin Invitational                                    7th of 9 teams
     Franklin, IN
Tim Boyer
S t a f f  W r i t e r
With a great start to the season 
and a big 3-1 victory over HCAC 
defending champion Transyl-
vania, the women’s soccer team 
has received a regional rank-
ing from the National Soccer 
Coaches Association of America 
(NSCAA). The women jumped 
into the number seven spot out 
of ten, trailing nationally ranked 
teams such as Denison Univer-
sity (Ohio) and Wittenberg Uni-
versity (Ohio) with one of the 
two Engineers’ loses coming 
from Wittenberg. The Women’s 
Soccer Team has also received 
recognition from D3kicks.com, 
claiming the number six spot in 
the Great Lakes region.
The Fightin’ Engineers also 
made history this past Wednes-
day as they defeated DePauw for 
the first time in the program’s 
history. Rose took home the 2-0 
victory with goals coming from 
seniors Julie Roebel and Jennifer 
Gordon. Roebel, a civil engineer-
ing major, scored in the first half 
and Gordon, a biomedical engi-
neering major, secured the win 
with a goal in the second half. 
The Tigers came close a couple 
times with one shot bouncing 
off the crossbar but failed to get 
one past senior goalkeeper and 
biomedical engineering major 
Rachel Miller. The Engineers 
now stand  9-2 overall, 3-0 in the 
HCAC.
So far this season, the Fightin’ 
Engineers have outscored their 
opponents 32-11, with major 
contributions from Roebel and 
freshman civil engineering ma-
jor Molly Richardson who have 
scored an impressive eight and 
nine goals, respectively. Many of 
the goals came off set-ups from 
Gordon with nine assists and 
senior mechanical engineering 
major Sarah Graber with four as-
sists. The Rose-Hulman defense 
has held a strong wall against 
the opposition, only letting in 
11 goals in 11 games, giving the 
Engineer defense a 1.00 Goals 
Against Average. Goalkeeper 
Rachel Miller has earned a 0.85 
GAA with 37 saves in 851 min-
utes of play.
Another key match-up comes 
tomorrow when the Fightin’ En-
gineers take on the Lady Spar-
tans of Manchester, another 
challenger for the HCAC crown. 
The showdown starts at 11 a.m. 
at Jim Rendel Field. Don’t worry, 
there will be plenty of time for 
you to stay for the whole game 
and then go enjoy the football 
game at 2 p.m.
Women’s soccer 
regionally ranked;
knocks off DePauw 2-0
Jennifer Gordon has set up nine of 
Rose-Hulman’s 30 goals with assists 
this season while adding five of her 
own.
Rose-Hulman News
Volleyball
serving 
it up
Pictures by Isaac Sachs
Like Sports?
Like to write?
Write for Thorn Sports!
Contact us at thorn@rose-hulman.edu
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This day...
...in history
1066: William the Conqueror 
begins his invasion of Eng-
land. His ability to wield 
an axe would remain un-
matched until the next Brit-
ish invasion 900 years later.
All unattributed material written by Alex Clerc.  Photos by Andrew Carlson, Staff Photo-Jesus.  Jon “Dr.” Carson kicked my ass in racquetball twice today... in a suit.  That’s Blake “the Rake” Marshall feeding his resume.  The crowning of the 2007 Homecoming Hitler has been moved 
from the IM fields to the Union due to risk of mustache fire.  Beware of Jakubotski; he’ll totally laser your ass.  Especially if you don’t give him money.  I’ve seen your sweet ride parked outside the Union; how much did those d’s cost you? Could you at least buy me a BEEJ?
“Otherwise you could have 
testicles in your neck or 
something.”– Dr. Anthony, 
on keeping sperm viable
“Kids are hard, you have 
to like... keep them wa-
tered.”– Dr. Evans
“Software people are not re-
ally disciplined... look at 
how they dress.” – Dr. Song, 
dishin’ out a sweet burn
“Childbirth, let’s think about 
it…well, not in too much 
detail.” – Dr. Cunning-
ham, who has childbirth 
on the brain
“What’s the catastrophic 
event?  The baby comes 
out!” – Dr. Cunningham, 
who really has childbirth 
on the brain
“I want to kill everyone who 
works at Maple!” – Dr. Bri-
an, on having to capitalize 
the “VectorCalculus” com-
mand
“Even when we teach it, we 
still have trouble doing 
it.” – Dr. Lugenbiehl, on 
kama sutra
“Yeah, it was either Minneso-
ta or Canada... one state 
or the other. Don’t write 
that down.” – Dr. Evans (it 
was Canada)
“We use jargon for job secu-
rity; it’s so no one knows 
what we’re talking about.” 
– Dr. Song, on transmitting 
ASCII over an RS232-con-
forming serial connection
“Let’s just sit around and call 
each other crazy bitches.” 
– Dr. Williams, in her ‘Lit-
erature for Crazy Bitches’ 
class
Wacky prof quotes
Alums love the BEEJ’s
Overworked Jakubowski 
turns to robot counterpart 
to appease alumni
Aaron Meles
E d i t o r - i n - C h i e f
Rose-Hulman President Ger-
ald Jakubowski unveiled a plan 
Wednesday to aid him in the 
many responsibilities that he 
would have to perform over the 
Homecoming weekend, stating 
“It’s time for Rose-Hulman to 
take the next step into the future, 
and Jakubotski is a critical part of 
that step forward.”
When standing, the robot 
Jakubotski is nearly 20 feet tall, 
“which, while handy at pep ral-
lys and in riot suppression, does 
present a bit of problem when it 
comes to fitting inside things like 
buildings,” commented a staff 
member who wished to remain 
anonymous for fear of a robotic 
reprisal. “Jakubotski has already 
left gaping holes in three aca-
demic buildings and the Union 
because the doors weren’t close 
enough for him. And don’t even 
get him started on 
what they did to 
Hadley Hall.”
Since Wednes-
day, Jakubotski 
has escorted visit-
ing alumni around 
campus either by 
walking alongside 
them or ferrying 
them around in the 
trailer of the semi-
truck Jakubotski is 
capable of trans-
forming into.
“It was a really 
nice ride,” com-
mented alumnus 
Dick Stanislausky. 
“There was a full complementary 
bar, massage chairs, and a disco 
inferno in there. They even gen-
erously rented me some roller 
skates for $300,000. And I un-
derstand that all the proceeds 
go right back to Rose. Isn’t that 
great?”
In his off-time, Jakubotski 
has helped the freshman class 
protect the Homecoming bon-
fire. However, while standing 
vigilant guard, he has reportedly 
not stopped any upperclassmen 
from reaching the bonfire, pre-
ferring instead to “Keep a lookout 
for Decepticons.” 
When asked about how 
Jakubotski has been helping the 
President, Jakubowski replied, 
“I’ve been dealing with a lot of 
all-nighters and paperwork late-
ly, and Jakubotski has become an 
integral part of taking the pres-
sure off of me and letting me do 
my job effectively. He’s truly more 
than meets the eye.”
It’s unanimous: Rose alumni 
love BEEJ’s.  Although it’s hard to 
find any BEEJ’s on the Rose cam-
pus, encounters with this multi-
acronym are nearly ubiquitous 
in the real world.
I happened to overhear many 
conversations on the topic of 
BEEJ’s at this year’s Homecom-
ing; I couldn’t believe how many 
BEEJ stories our alumni had.
For some alums, BEEJ’s were 
an integral part of their careers:
“When I started work, my job 
was to inform the public about 
what engineers do.  I found 
my ‘people-skills’ were critical 
for this; I had to rely on BEEJ’s 
(Bringing Engineering to Every-
one Journalists) to advance my 
career.  For me, BEEJ’s were the 
key to climbing the corporate 
ladder.”
“I got my first BEEJ (Bachelor 
in Electrical Engineering Job) 
straight out of college... I’ve had 
several BEEJ’s since then, but I’ll 
never forget the first.”
“The first BEEJ I had to do 
wasn’t a pleasant experience. 
Sometimes when you’re in an 
uncomfortable situation like 
that, you just have to close your 
eyes, keep going, and try to think 
happy thoughts until it’s over.”
“As a marine biologist, my 
job is to get BEEJ’s (Borederline 
Extinct Edible Jellyfish) on the 
beach.”
“When people found out I 
could give good BEEJ’s (Board of 
Environmental Engineering Jus-
tifications), I was a very popular 
guy.”
Others incorporated BEEJ’s 
into their recreational lives:
“I bought a BEEJ (Brand-new 
Extra Exciting Jet-ski) last week. 
It wasn’t cheap, but I don’t think 
I’ll ever get another BEEJ that’s 
wetter or wilder.  And trust me, 
I’m a connoisseur when it comes 
to BEEJ’s.”
ROSE BEFORE HOES 
Career Fair 2007:
Are you PUMPED 
about CAREERS?
Get ready to SERVE up a great resume...
Go the DISTANCE!
And show off those QUADS! I’ve seen you doin’ those 
CAREER SQUATS, I know you’ve got some nice ones!
GRAB a job offer!
How much money can we really 
make from alumni this weekend?
Erin Hudson - Staff Cartoonist
The Jakubotski 9000 is guaranteed to break the Homecoming 
microphone in half the time of the original model.
Weak on work experience?  Want to PUMP UP your 
resume, too?  Don’t settle for just an awesome bod; 
ENERGIZE, PROTEINIZE, and BULKIFY your resume 
with Dan the Man’s ENERGIZING, PROTEINIZING, 
BULKIFIYING RESUME SUPER SHAKE
Buy Dan the Man’s SUPER SHAKE today!!!
FEED your resume what it needs so it can kick other 
resumes in the FACE and beat them in ARM WRESTLING
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